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Appendix
Level of Consciousness

— Alert: Normal consciousness

— Drowsy: Patient when stimulated verbally remains
awake and alert for a short period of time but tends to
doze even when examined.

— Stuporous: Patient responds to loud verbal stimuli
and/or strong touch; may vocalize but does not become
alert or completely wake up.

— Comatose: Patient responds to deep pain (i.e. ster-
TUm pressune),

{1y Only by purposeful movement of limb towards
noxious stimuli and/or grimacing and/or moaning (no
verbal response).

{2) By nonpurposeful movements, flexion of upper
limbs (i.e. decortication) or extension of upper limbs
{1.e. decerchration).

(3) No response to noxious stimuli,

* If patient alert or drowsy monitor progress with Sec-
tion A.

* If patient stuporous or comatose monitor progress
with Section B.
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Section A

[. Mentation

1) Orientation

— Omented; Patient is oriented to both place (i.e. city
or hospital) and to time (i.e. patient must give at
least correct month and vear). If early in month
(i.e. first 3 days) previous month is acceptable.
Speech can be dysanhric (mispronounced or
slurred) but intelligible,

— Disoriented or non applicable: If for any reason
patient cannot answer the preceding guestions on
orientation (i.e. does not know answer, gives
wrong answer, answers only partially, cannot ex-
press himself either by lack of words or unintelli-
gible speech or finally ignores questions).

2} Speech (Language and Pronunciation):

a) Receptive Language:

— Patient is asked:

(i) Close your eyes.

(1) “Does a stone sink in water?”

(11} Point to the ceiling. Repeat twice if necessary.

— If patient obeys 3 commands continue to b) expres-

sive language,

— If patient obeys only 2 or less commands, score

receptive defect in Speech Scale, and then pro-
ceed directly to motor function testing.

b) Expressive Language:

— Objects needed: pencil, key, watch.

= In this section pay special attention not only to
answer but also to word pronunciation (i.e. dys-
arthria or slurred spesch),

1) Ask patient to name each object. Make sure pa-
tient sces objects.

— [f patient names only two or less of the objects,
patient is scored expressive defect in Speech
Scale.

— If patient names correctly 3 objects, proceed 1o #2
below.

2) Ask the patient the following questions

~— What do you do with a pencil?

— What do you do with a key?

— What do you do with a waitch?

— If patient answers correctly 3 questions, he/she is

scored normal speech.

— [If patient answers only two or less questions he/she

is scored expressive defect in Speech Scale.

MN.B. The above scoring systemn relates to language
only, problems with pronunciation of words
{i.e. dysarthria or slurred speech) is graded di-
rectly on Speech Scale below.

* Patient should always be scored according to worst
speech deficit (i.e. language score or mispro-
nunciation).

* Do not mimic commands in Section a) on Receptive
Language.

Speech Scale

— MNormal Speech: Answers all commands and gues-
tions in speech section, patient can have slurred
speech (dysarthria) but still intelligible.

— Expressive Defect: Patient obeys command in re-
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ceptive language section but makes one or more
errors in section on expressive language and/or
mispronunciation of words (slurred speech).
with speech totally or partially non intelligible
(severe dysarthria).

— Receptive Defect: Patient obeys only two or less
commands in section on receptive language.

II. Motor Function

* When evaluating strength and range of motion in
limbs always submit both limbs to same testing (i.e.
apply same resistance at same position bilaterally).

Section Al This section to be used if patient does not
have comprehension problems (i.e. normal speech or
expressive defect only).

1) Face:

— Test: Ask patient to show testh or gums.

— Grading of deficit
— Mo weakness: Symmetrical grin, no asymmetry
in smile,
— Weakness: Facial asymmetry. One comer of
mouth lower than other, either at rest or while
showing teeth.

2) Upper Limb (Proximal):

* Patient should be tested in sitting position if possi-
ble.

— Test: Abduction arms (to 907).

* If patient lying in bed.

— Test: Elevate arms to approximately 457 to 90°.
— Strength in both arms tested simulianecusly.
Resistance applied at midpoint between shoulder and
elbow at all times.

3) Upper Limb (Distal):

* Patient tested in sitting or lying position arms ele-
vated.

— Test: Patient asked to make fists and to extend
Wwrists.

* Compare range of movement in both wrists simulta-
neously.,

— IF full range of extension in both wrists proceed to
test strength by applying resistance separately to both
fists while stabilizing patient's arm firmly.

4) Lower Limb:

* Patient lying in bed for esting should always be
scored according to worst deficit either a) or b).

— Test: (a) Hip flexion. Ask patient to flex thighs
toward trunk with knees flexed at 90°, Movement in
both thighs tested separately.

(k) Dorsiflexion foot. Ask patient o point
toes and foot upwards., Compare both feet simulta-
neously (i.e. complete or partial movement).

* In both a) and b) apply resistance alternately to
each thigh and foot after the full movement has been
completed w test strength.

— Gradation of Motor Deficit
— No weakness: Mo detectable weakness.

— Mild weakness: Normal range of motion
against gravity, but succumbs to resistance by observer
either partially or totally.

— Significant weakness: Cannot completely over-
come gravity in range of motion (i.e. partial mowve-
ment).

— Total weakness: Absence of motion in mowve-
ment tested or only contraction of muscles without
actual movement of limb,

Section A2 — This section to be used for patients with
comprehension problems (i.e. receptive defect in
Speech Scale).

* Motor function in this section can be monitored in
one of two ways:

a) The ability of the patient to maintain a fixed pos-
ture in upper or lower limbs for a few seconds (3-5
seconds). The observer will alternately place the limbs
in the desired position.

(1) Upper limbs: Place arms outstretched at 907 in
front of patient.

(2) Lower limbs: Flexion of thighs with knees flexed
at ‘90",

(3) Facial Power: Have patient mimic your own grin.
If patient does not cooperate then one proceeds to:

b} Comparison of motor response to a noxious stim-
uli {i.e. pressure on nailbed of fingers or tpes aliernate-
Iy with a pencil). Facial response (grimacing) to pain is
tested by applying pressure on sternum.

(1) Face (grimacing).
— Symmetrical
— Asymmetrical (note side)

(2) Upper Limbs:

— Equal motor response: Patient can maintain the
fixed posture equally in both upper limbs for a few
seconds or withdraws equally on both sides to pain.

— Unegqual motor response: Patient cannol main-
tain equally on both sides the fixed posture, weakness
is noted on one side or there is an unegual withdrawal
o pain, Note side where withdrawal not as brisk.

(3) Lower Limbs:

— Egual motor response: Patient can maintain the
fixed posture equally in both lower limbs for a few
seconds or withdraws equally on both sides to pain.

— Unequal motor response: Patient canno! main-
tain equally on both sides the fixed posture, weakness
is noted on one side or there is an unequal withdrawal
to pain. Note side where withdrawal not as brisk.

MI. Symptomatology

(1) Presenting symptoms  {2) New Symptoms

(recurrence)

—Type —Type
—Localization —Localization
—Duration —Duration
—Frequency —Frequency

* The above symptoms and any remarks should be
noted in the progress notes.
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* Side of weakness should be identified by “R” or “L."
on scoring sheet.
* On scoring sheet, modalities graded with different
numerical values,

If patient stuporous or comalose, monitor progress
with Section B.

Section B
Use Glasgow Coma Scale.
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